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DG MATTHEW TILLING-SHAKOFF REPORT

What an incredible weekend we had at our 46th District Convention! A heartfelt thank you to everyone who
attended, contributed, and helped make it such a memorable celebration of our theme — “Awaken the Lion
Within.”

From the moment the convention began, there was a real sense of energy and enthusiasm in the room. Our
guest speakers were inspiring, our fellowship was full of warmth and laughter, and the food — as always —
was outstanding! It truly was a weekend that reminded us all why we are proud to be Lions.

A special thank you goes to the Port Sorell Lions Club for hosting this year’'s convention. The time, effort,
and dedication that went into organising the event were evident throughout the entire weekend — from
the smooth running of the program to the welcoming atmosphere that made everyone feel at home.

It was especially wonderful to welcome 13 first-time conventioneers — your fresh energy and excitement
brought a new spark to the event, and we can't wait to see where your Lions journey takes you next.

We were also delighted to have two Leos join us for the weekend. A special mention goes to Charlie, who
delivered a heartfelt and inspiring speech, and we wish him all the very best as he represents our district at
the Multiple District Convention next year.

One of the most touching moments of the weekend was the Remembrance Ceremony, honouring the Lions
and Lions partners we have lost throughout the past year. It was a moving and heartfelt tribute that
reminded us of the strength of our Lions family and the lasting legacy left by those who have served before
us.

We were also inspired by Lion Sari-Elle, who truly embodied our theme by running 160 kilometres from
Smithton to Port Sorell to raise funds and awareness for the Lions Skin Cancer Foundation. Her dedication,
determination, and passion for service were nothing short of remarkable — a true example of what it
means to awaken the lion within.

While the hall itself may have been a little cool at times, the warmth and camaraderie of Lions more than
made up for it. The spirit of friendship, laughter, and shared purpose filled the space and reminded us of
the power of community.

The spirit of “Awaken the Lion Within" was evident throughout the entire weekend — from the passionate
conversations to the shared ideas, fellowship, and moments of reflection. | hope that each Lion, Leo,
partner and guest left the convention with renewed motivation.

Thank you once again to everyone involved in planning and running such a successful event. Your hard work
and dedication truly shone through.

Let's carry that same energy forward as we continue to awaken the lion within in all that we do this year.
Yours in service

Matthew Tilling-Shakoff
District Governor 2025-26




LIONS CLUB NEWS

Bridport CWA & Lions Cuppa for Kindness

CWA Bridport and Bridport Lions Club held a “Cuppa for Kindness” morning tea on 8%
October. The purpose of the event was to provide a get together and outing for many
in our community who are mainly house bound. Plenty of delicious cakes and treats
were prepared by the club members, sandwiches were donated by the Cottage Bakery
in Scottsdale and all were served with a cuppa by the lovely CWA ladies and Lions
members. Entertainment on the day was provided by Bobby Young. Both clubs are
hoping to make this an annual event.

The Country Women’s
Association in Tasmania (nc)

Bridport Lions AFL Grand Final Day Sausage
Sizzle

Some of our intrepid Lions braved the cold, wet and blustery weather conditions to
cook a Sausage Sizzle outside the Bridport Bay Inn who kindly marketed the event on
their Face Book page. All funds raised will go towards the Bridport Primary School
Playground Equipment upgrade. The Lions would like to thank all the lovely locals and
visitors who also braved the awful conditions - some who don’t even eat sausages made
generous donations!




LIONS CLUB NEWS

Bridport Lions Dinner Meeting — Speaker from

BlazeAid
All Fired Up Grant Program

At our most recent dinner meeting, the Bridport Lions enjoyed listening to Cheryl Kee
from BlazeAid. BlazeAid is a volunteer based organisation that sets up camps in areas
that have suffered natural disasters such as bush fires, cyclones or floods and provides
assistance with fence repairs on farms all around the country. BlazeAid is committed
to community resilience, disaster preparedness, and supporting farmers on the front
lines of bushfire risk. BlazeAid's All Fired Up grant program supports farmers in
bushfire-prone regions across Australia to upgrade their Private Fire Fighting Units
(PFFUs). These units — including slip-on tanks, pumps, hoses, radios, and safety gear —
play a vital role in early bushfire response and property protection. Application forms
are available on the BlazeAid website. This time-limited initiative runs from October
2025 to February 2026, offering grants of up to $10,000 per applicant. Most grants are
expected to be around $2,000 or less, covering repairs, upgrades, or essential safety
equipment. Farmers are encouraged to purchase the items upfront, with BlazeAid
reimbursing a percentage based on need, merit, and safety standards. Pre-approval is
available for those with limited funds.

Cheryl Kee advised that there was funding available for Tasmanian applicants. Lions

Australia is a Gold Partner with BlazeAid. The Bridport Lions encourage other Tasmanian
Lions to share this information within their farming communities.

“*hid

AUSTRALIA

ALL FIRED UP

INITIATIVE

https://blazeaid.com.au/all-fired-up-grants-1

Bridport Lions Dinner Meeting — New Member

Bridport Lions is very pleased to announce we have added a new member to our Club!
Peta Ooms has already participated in our Charity Golf Day at Barnbougle Dunes and
raffle ticket sales with great enthusiasm; we look forward to her continued involvement
with our club activities! Welcome Petal

President Jan Foster, Sponsor
Doug Beswick and our newest
Lion Peta Ooms.




LIONS CLUB NEWS

A Busy few weeks for our Club.

Unconformity Festival.

We catered for a "VIP BBQ Breakfast® for the Unconformity Festival where we served 150 Patrons.
This was followed with the "Unconformity Cup” which is a Bi-Anual football match held on the

Famous Gravel Football Ground. Our 8 members ran off their feet keeping the food up to hungry
spectators.

We were cooking on a 6 Burner EBCQ] along with another 4 Burner BBQ cooking Burgers, Hash Browns,
Bacon, Sausages and Eggs.

National Children's Week.

Several of our members attended the National Children's Week held at the Local PCYC Hall and
supplied a Free BBQ for all the Kids Present. The Kids love a good Snag off the BBQ with smiles all
round as they were lining up. All up we went through around 8 Kgs of Snags. One of the little ones, got a
snag, and came back about 15 minutes later, Still with the bread, and wanted to know if we could "Re-
Fill it for Him" All part of the fun......

Peace Poster.

Several visits to the Local school to check on progress.

Then on final Visit we took along one of the town's resident Artists, and performed the Judging of the
Local Winner and 2 Runner-Ups. Our guest Artist Judge was impressed at the work that had gone into
the paintings. Our Club gives out a Winners Prize and 2 Runner-Ups prizes.

The School is keen to go again when the next Poster Comp starts.

| promised the Children | will bring back Photos of the Peace Poster Displays at both the National
Convention, and International Convention which | am booked to attend, To show them where all the
winning entries go.

Community Market.

We also performed our Regular EBQ at the local Community Market which is held on the 1st Sunday
each Month. | have included a couple of Photos from this, (One with one of the "Sales Dept” sitting down
chewing on a Burger. He called it Quality Control.

Cakes & Puddings.

A couple of our Members set-Up in the main street to sell Cakes & Puddings
They are selling quite well.

I have included a Photo of the stall in the street

Cheers,

Greg Whittington
Secrefary,

Lions Club of Queenstown




PENGUIN LIONS EVENT

international Men's Day Breakfast

Friday 21° November

» international

'S DAY

Penguin Sports Club
8:30am for 9am start
$20 pp, raffle and lucky door prizes

RSVP by
Townsend - 040913

y» Crawftord - 0428141236

2 Penguin Community Guest speakers:
Trevor Docking - Ex-Tasmanian Cricketing Player. 1* Tasmanian player to be appointed
Vice Captain of Tasmania’s Shield team in 1980.
Dr Damien Stringer - Director of the Science Planning & Coordination Section at the
Australian Antarctic Division. Science Coordinator on board Australia’s ice-breaker RSV
Nuyina on its voyage to Antarctica




LIONS CLUB NEWS

Cuppa for Friendship Event

The Bridport Lions Club recently hosted a heartwarming community event, "Cuppa for Friendship,"
which was proposed by member Janet Brown and organised by a dedicated small committee

A total of 28 elderly members of the community attended, taking advantage of the opportunity to
socialise and foster new connections in a friendly and supportive environment.

The event was held at a venue generously provided by the Country Women's Association (CWA),
ensuring a comfortable and welcoming setting for all guests.

Meorning tea was arranged by club members in partnership with the Scottsdale Bakery, with a
delightful selection of treats for everyone to enjoy.

Musical entertainment was provided by musicians from Scottsdale and Bridport, further enhancing
the cheerful atmosphere and ensuring an enjoyable experience for everyone present. It is hoped this
will be an annual event.

A TR




SARI-ELLE’S THANKYOU LETTER

Sari-Elle’s Three-Day Run for the
Lions Tasmania Skin Cancer Foundation

By Lion Sari-Elle Kraemer

Day 1: Smithton to Boat Harbour (57kms) 190
A wet day on the road - especially when big trucks fly by 0@

Thank you so much to everyone who came out and supported me today. Special thanks
to the Tasmanian Tracker Trekkers Club for escorting me, Rich and Tor Cochrane for
following behind and for all the drivers who honked and said hello. A very big thanks to
all the Lions Clubs who came to the lunch at Rocky Cape Tavern and Wynard Lions for
hosting the best tasting sausage sizzle I've ever had. Can't believe | ate six!! "%

It was wonderful to meet Lion Ron Prior and be presented with his book - all proceeds
are donated to the Tasmanian Lions Skin Cancer Foundation. It was also great to be
joined at the end by a fellow local runner TJ who also owns local @lanigansvineyard
winery. It was nice to have someone to tackle the hills at the end with.

Day 2: Boat Harbour to Penguin (48kms) Fdv

We had extra tractors join the convoy and at one point had 7 tractors in front leading the
way. 5o wonderful to see the farmers getting behind this initiative which will help so
many regional communities.

We had a lovely lunch cooked by the Burnie Emu Bay Lions Club and were even joined
by a journo and photographer from the Advocate.

On our way to Penguin, we stopped in at the Penguin Surf Life Saving Club and gave a
little talk to the Silver Salties. We have had so many great conversations along the way
and heard so many stories that only reinforce the prevalence of skin cancer and need
for better access to skin cancer screening in regional areas.

Thanks so much to Penguin Lions for hosting a BBQ at the finish at the Big Penguin and
Kelli Coast Fm for coming along and doing a live cross from the BBQ.

A special thanks to PDG Toby Crawford and Lion Julie for your hospitality taking "Tor),
Rich and | in for the night and looking after us.




SARI-ELLE’S LETTER CONTINUED

Day 3: the final day}?:'

Penguin to Port Sorrell {44km3}-§

Avery wet day on the road today with rain all day. We ran from Penguin to our final stop
in Port Sorrell! Despite the rain, spirits stayed high thanks to the amazing Lions Club of
Devonport Mersey, who braved the weather to cook up a delicious BBQ sausage sizzle

A

We also had a surprise Christmas cake delivery from Michael and Karen (Bicheno Lions
Club) - clearly word has spread about how much Lions Xmas cakes have been fuelling

some very long hills =

A huge thank you to Tor, Rich, and Tony Hine for keeping me safe on the road for my final
day and to everyone who came out, cheered, donated or supported this initiative along
the way..@

We have had so many people come and say hello and share their stories.

It was wonderful to get a chance to speak at the Tasmanian Lions District Convention
meet and greet event last night. Thank you to Aileen Donoghue from Country Women's
Association for sharing your story and donating to the Foundation on behalf of your
club.

Thank you again to all Lions Clubs and communities for your warm welcomes and
support this week. It was incredible to see the community rallying behind this important
project.

Every dollar raised in this fundraiser is helping the Tasmanian Lions Skin Cancer
Foundation’s mobile van get on the road early next year bringing vital skin checks to
communities across Tasmania.

With donations from clubs and public along the way, we have so far raised around
$5000 and rising.

If you’d like to support the cause, donations can still be made at

https://www.givenow.com.au/rundlions

To view the video snapshot of the three-day run that was presented at Convention, go to

https://youtu.be/ZEzcFYDxze8?si=DUFPD8ArLXCpglfd

Sari-Elle Kraemer, President of Coogee Lions Club




LIONS CLUB NEWS
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SKATE, CREATE, CONNECT DAY BICHENO

Lions Club of Bicheno members are proud to have
supported the Skate Create Connect Day held at the
Bicheno Skatepark on Saturday, October 11. We served
240 snags in bread to the hungry crowd. It’s rewarding
being a Lion.

The quilt was made by Francis
Williams of Launceston. Our Club
purchased the quilt and with money
from a recent book sale was able to
send funds to support Bethlehem
Community Centres in Kenya.

The Sorell Lions Club recently donated
this beautiful quilt to Shelley’s Hearts.
One of our members, Sue Banks, founded
the charity 8 years ago after the sudden
death of her daughter, Shelley - a mum of
three teenagers and greatly loved by her
family and friends. Shelley was an organ
donor and five people lived because of
her generous act.

Sue began making quilts for families of
organ donors. She has been joined by
other quilters and now each year about
40 quilts are donated to Donate Life
Hobart where they are given to families
of organ donors. These quilts bring light
in the darkness to many families. If you
would like to find out more or would like
to see the many quilts that have been
donated go to Shelley’s Hearts FB page.
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LIONS CLUB NEWS

FORTH VALLEY HISTORIC TROUGH PROJECT OPENING
The Forth Valley Lions Historic Horse Trough Project is now
complete with Lions Robert Milne, Brian Ling and David Luke adding
the final touches on October 31, in the rain!! The opening will be on
Saturday November 8th between 10am to 2 pm with Mayor of
Central Coast Council, Cheryl Fuller, officially opening the display at
11.30am. There will be a BBQ of sausages and hamburgers available.
The Vintage Machinery Club will also be displaying their historical
engines.

Lilydale Lions
Stuffed Santa Competition

In the lead up to Christmas, Lilydale

Lions and Wragg’s IGA run Stuffed
Santa and the Best Decorated House
4 competitions. The Club purchases
#% santa suits and this year entrants pay
“?3‘ $5 per suit. Entrants must register
#and Santas must be visible from the
road. Prizes are provided by the Club

and Wragg’s IGA
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WYNYARD LIONS CLUB

Thanks to everyone that help out with the tulip festival it wasn't our best day but we
dealt with it the best we could.

The fareshore market is still going strong and went well with the leftovers from the
tulip festival.the egg n bacon roll sold well. Thanks for all the help Neville is getting.

The trailer raffle is going strong and thanks for all members helping Willy sell on the
street and all the people getting books out to other towns.

At the last dinner meeting we received a certificate of appreciation from Mel Horan
for the donation we gave the State Pony Club Trials.

To our sick members | hope for a speedy recovery and the traveler's | hope
you enjay your time away.

P2 P O ue

¢ J
-
Best of luck with the Melbourne Cup

CERTIFICATE OF
APPRECIATION

THANK YOU

SLions %f W;W

For your generous support of Pany Club State
Trials 2025 as &

PLATINUM SPONSOR
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LIONS CLUB NEWS

~ Feel like a spot

CLASSIC of fishing?

\ S$160 ENTRY /

/ TEAMS OF 2 \ x

SAT29"NOV The Lions Club
Bnei’i(r:: (:eeaoz: S:lr:rdoy , . \ Of Pel"th

SUN 30™ NOV i .

Arthur’s Lake 7am~-Ipm gy ( Tasmanla are
ENTRIES OPEN Pagr . .

157 NOVEMBER " once aga|n

f :ollo;v ui?n \ supporting this
Contact - JO:Opnds;er:S » "' . great event.

0419135 867

tasdoors@bigpond.com

GROWING OLDER DISGRACEFULLY AT CLARENCE
LIONS CLUB

Celebrating the International
Day of Older Persons led to a
'Getting older disgracefully' fun
night. We had a great night with
text abbreviation Bingo, pass the
parcel, name that tune and a
trivia quiz. It was a really happy
night and a much needed break
from the seriousness of the
business of starting a new year
and moving forward.

Photo: Alan, Tilly and Leon dressed
up or down but Tilly couldn't quite
fit in her school uniform!!
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LIONS CLUB NEWS

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY FC MANAGEMENT P/L
& SHANNONS INSURANCE P/L

RS CHOICE AWARDS
ST CAR ~$500
BEST BIKE - $500

HLL WELCOME - $5.00 ENTRY FEE
DRIVERS AND UNDER 16 FREE .

For further details contact Leonie Johnston on 0438 281 352

BURNIE SHOW AND AGRI-EXPO DAYS

Burnie Emu Bay Lions

~ " Club are great supporters
of the Burnie Show and

Agri-Expo Day which, this

. " year, was held on October
| 3and 4

The Club donated a new glass ‘
cabinet in which to display
some of the wonderful local
crafts and also donated
additional seating.

14




LIONS CLUB NEWS
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e - »CLARENCE LIONS COOKUPA STORM AT il
[ RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE SR
o On Tuesday October 28
Clarence Lions served up a
sumptuous supper for the

~ residents of Ronald McDonald

house in Hobart.

For the main, we cooked
cottage pie, lentil hot pot with
salad and for dessert we
served apple pie or
Christmas pudding with
custard.

We met several people
From left: Lions Christine Tilyard, stayingin the house who werg
_ Prue Spencer and Peter Arnott  very grateful for our dinner ..
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The Lions Club of Huon is once again organising
their Little Boxes Project to help make
Christmas a little brighter for local individuals
who may be alone or doing it tough.

The project provides thoughtful gift boxes filled
with treats, toiletries, and small gifts — each one
put together with care for someone in our
community.

This year they’re looking for:
» Donations (goods or cash) to help fill the
boxes
» Nominations of people who might benefit
from receiving a gift box
You don’t need to share names — just some
basic details (like age range, gender, or hobbies)
to help personalise the gift.

If you'd like to contribute, nominate
someone, or learn more, please contact
Josephine on 0408 105 137.

Let’s help spread some kindness and make
Christmas special for those who need it most.

15




LIONS CLUB NEWS

SORELL LIONS MONTHLY BOOK SALE

Lion Mike Flanagan, does a mighty job organising and co-ordinating,
Sorell Lions Book shop and sales. For one day each month and on
community event days, Mike sells donated books for $1. It’s a service
that is very much appreciated by the community, many of whom buy
multiple books and after readlng them donate them back

LIONS CLUB OF WYNYARD INC.

TRAILER™

RAFFLE g

$2.00 PER TICKET (CASH ONLY)

1ST PRIZE NEW REGISTERED 6X4 STEEL
‘SUNRISE’ BOX TRAILER WITH MACROCARPA
GARDEN SETTING AND SUNDRY ITEMS.

WORTH'’S
E AND $200.00




Treat

yourself!
Thenew 4005 4
Lions Pudding ga

$10
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Deadline for next issue is
10th DECEMBER 2025

Linda Payne 201T1 Leo Chair

For your collaboration
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